Day for Life 2010
Lord for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended

Introduction

1.
The annual Day for Life is celebrated by the Catholic Church in England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales over this weekend.  This year’s theme focuses on the meaning of Christian death and care for those who are dying.

2.
At every Mass we remember all who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith as well as those whose faith is known to God alone.  One of the eucharistic prayers used at funerals reflects the church’s teaching on eternal life:  “Lord for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended.”

3.
This year’s Day for Life gives us the opportunity as individuals and as a community to reflect on the experience of death and dying.

4.
Our parishes need to be places of solace and comfort for those who have entered the final phase of their lives, and their families, as well as those on the painful journey of bereavement.

5.
To help us reflect on these issues further there is a short leaflet available at the end of Mass.  There will also be a collection to support the work of the Linacre Centre for Healthcare Ethics and other life-related activities supported by the church.

6.
Other helpful resources for the Day for Life are available at:

www.dayforlife.org.

Homily Preparation Notes

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B

Reading: Gen 18: 20-32

“I am bold to speak like this”

Psalm: Ps137

“On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord

Reading: Col 2: 12-14

“By baptism, too, you have been raised up with him”

Gospel: Lk 11: 1013

“Lord, teach us to pray”

1.
The Sunday readings for Day of Life 2010 may be viewed through the lens of God’s merciful love revealed definitively in the person of Jesus Christ.
2.
Whilst the immediate theme which comes to mind upon reading the scriptures is that of persistence in prayer the foundation for this is a confidence in God’s mercy and forgiveness.

3.
In the Book of Genesis Abraham’s faith in God’s sense of justice is the driving force of grace welling up inside him to keep petitioning for the lives of the just people amidst the sinful of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

4.
In his commentary of Psalm 137 Pope Benedict XVI refers to Verse 3 where the Psalmist recalls the encouragement the believers received when they pleaded with God in their distress:

The original Hebrew speaks literally of the Lord who “increased the strength of soul” of the righteous one who is oppressed.  It is as if an impetuous wind had broken into it, sweeping away hesitation and fears, instilling in it new, vital energy and making fortitude and faithfulness flourish.  (General Audience, 7th December 2005)

It is this continual “increased strength” of soul which enables Abraham to keep petitioning for the just of Gomorrah to be saved.  This “increased strength of soul” is what the “daily bread” of the eucharist and the other sacraments make available to us.
5.
The prayer after Communion on Easter Monday from the Missal refers to the Easter sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist as enabling the life of faith to grow in our hearts and lead us to eternal salvation:

Prayer after Communion

Lord,

may the life we receive in these Easter sacraments

continue to grow in our hearts.
As you lead us along the way of eternal salvation,

make us worthy of your many gifts.

6.
The Letter to the Colossians reminds us that the way to salvation begins with baptism when as the rite reminds us we receive the “seed of eternal life”.

7.
Day for Life 2010 invites us to reflect upon how we are modelling our lives on the merciful love of God.  By praying the Our Father we are challenged to build a civilization of love in anticipation of the kingdom to come.  This requires us, by the “strength of soul” which is God’s grace received through prayer and the sacraments to count the cost of forgiving others as freely as God forgives us.

8.
It is helpful to recall that Luke is known as the “Gospel of Mercy”.  Also that before Jesus teaches his disciples the Our Father he has already delivered the parable of the Good Samaritan and revealed the two principle aspects of discipleship in his visit to Mary (Contemplative) and Martha (Active).


On the basis of this way of manifesting the presence of God who is Father, love and mercy, Jesus makes mercy one of the principal themes of his preaching…

9.
Pope John Paul II in his Encyclical on God’s Mercy (Dives In Misericordia) draws together a number of key points which serve as a stimulus to a homilist.  This is so that we who have, through God’s grace, shown mercy to others may be “welcomed into the arms of mercy” at the end of our lives.


…we must note that Christ, in revealing the love-mercy of God, at the same time demanded from people that they also should be guided in their lives by love and mercy.  This requirement forms part of the very essence o the messianic message, and constitutes the heart of the Gospel ethos.


...The Gospel writer who particularly treats of these themes in Christ’s teaching is Luke, whose Gospel has earned the title of “the Gospel of mercy”.


Christ - the very fulfilment of the messianic prophecy – by becoming the incarnation of the love that is manifested with particular force with regard to the suffering, the unfortunate and sinners, makes present and thus more fully reveals the Father, who is God “rich in mercy”.  At the same time, by becoming for people a model of merciful love for others, Christ proclaims by his actions even more than by his words that call t mercy which is one of the essential elements of the Gospel ethos.  In this instance it is not just a case of fulfilling a commandment or an obligation of an ethical nature; it is also a case of satisfying a condition of major importance for God to reveal himself in his mercy to man: “The merciful…shall obtain mercy”.

From the Order of Christian Funerals

Lord Jesus, our Redeemer.

you willingly gave yourself up to death,

so that all might be saved and pass from death to life.

We humbly ask you to comfort your servants in their grief

and to receive N, into the arms of your mercy.

You alone are the Holy One,

you are mercy itself;

by dying you unlocked the gates of life

   for those who believe in you.

Forgive N his/her sins,

and grant him/her a place of happiness, light, and peace

in the kingdom of your glory for ever.




Amen

The Prayer of the Faithful

The general intercessions should follow the form for normal Sunday Mass and include intentions for:

1.
the needs of the Church;

2.
public authorities and the world;

3.
those in need;

4.
the local community.

Sample Intentions:

These intentions are given as examples.  It is not intended that a parish should use all of these intentions, rather that one or two of them might be added to he other intentions a community prays for this Sunday.

We pray for the dying and those who care for them.  May they be encouraged by these words of scripture “Come you whom my father and has blessed, inherit the kingdom prepared for you”.

We pray for our community.  May we, following the example of Christ, be models of mercy and forgiveness.

The following Prayers and Prefaces be used to reflect upon

the Theme of this year’s Day for Life

Go forth, Christian soul, from this world

in the name of God the almighty Father,

who created you,

in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God,

who suffered for you,

in the name of the Holy Spirit,

who was poured out upon you.

Go forth, faithful Christian!

May you live in peace this day,

may your home be with God in Zion,

with Mary, the virgin Mother of God,

with Joseph, and all the angels and saints…

May you return to [your Creator]

who formed you from the dust of the earth.

May holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints

come to meet you as you go forth from this life…

May you see your Redeemer face to face.

Prefaces For Ordinary Time

Preface of Sundays II

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,

we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Out of love for sinful man,

he humbled himself to be born of the Virgin.

By suffering on the cross

He freed us from unending death,

and by rising from the dead

he gave us eternal life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven

we proclaim your glory

and join in their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy…

Preface of Sundays VI

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,

we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

In you we live and move and have our being.

Each day you show us a Father’s love;

your Holy Spirit, dwelling within us,

gives us on earth the hope of unending joy.

Your gift of the Spirit,

who raised Jesus from the dead,

is the foretaste and promise

of the paschal feast of heaven.

With thankful praise,

in company with the angels,

we glorify the wonders of your power:

Holy, holy, holy…

Prayers of Cardinal John Henry Newman

May He support us all the day long, till the shades lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.  Then in His mercy may He give us a safe lodging, and a holy rest and peace at the last.

Oh, my Lord and Saviour, support me in that hour in the strong arms of your Sacraments, and by the fresh fragrance of Your consolations.  Let the absolving words he said over me, and the holy oil sign and seal me, and Your own Body be my food, and Your Blood my sprinkling; and let my sweet Mother, Mary, breathe on me, and my Angel whisper peace to me, and my glorious Saints smile upon me; that in them all, and through them all, I may receive the gift of perseverance, and die, as I desire to live, in Your faith, in Your Church, in Your service, and in Your love, Amen.

Resources for Parish Catechesis

Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI wrote extensively on the meaning of Christian death and care for those who are dying.
Their teaching is placed underneath selected quotations from the Day for Life leaflet and could form part of a more extended parish Catechesis on the theme of “Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended”.

“When we touch the mystery of death, in prayer, thought or experience, it leads us into the greater mystery of the eternal life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”
Memorial Mass for Archbishop Michael A. Courtney,

Apostolic Nuncio in Burundi,

Assassinated in Minago
Homily of Cardinal Angelo Sodano

Thursday 8th January 2004

At the same time, in this Eucharistic celebration we also wish to respond to the invitation issued to us in today’s Gospel: “You also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Lk 12:40).

This is a warning on which we too wish to reflect today as we gather in prayer, remembering the earthly life of our venerated brother Michael.

It is a warning to regard life as a mission to be accomplished, a journey to be undertaken on the path traced out for us by Providence, with our belts fastened around our waist and lamps lit in our hands.  This is the Christian understanding of life, which sees “out sister death”, to use St Francis’ expression, as the inescapable path to eternal life…

Our dear Apostolic Nuncio taught us this art of Christian living.  A son of the noble Land of Ireland, he bore witness to his solid faith on the pathways of the world.  In the footsteps of Christ, the Good Shepherd, he sacrificed himself for the people of Burundi, where the Pope had sent him as an Apostle of peace.  In all parts of that afflicted Country, Mons. Michael repeated what the Pope had forcefully stressed during his historic Visit to Burundi in September 1990: “Peace, peace!  Forgiveness and love!”  The Apostolic Nuncio always gave the example of love to that beloved people.

St John of the Cross tells us that “at the end of life, we will be judged on love”.  Precisely for this reason, Monsignor Michael Courtney, who loved the African people so much, will have been able to hear the consoling words of Jesus: “What you did to the least of my brothers, you did to me…  Come, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord” (cf. Mt 25: 21, 23, 40)

“Human death is not only a physical and psychological process; it is also a spiritual reality.”

Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Participants in the Congress

Organised by the Pontifical Academy for Life on the Theme

“Close by the Incurable Sick Person and the Dying:

Scientific and Ethical Aspects”

Clementine Hall

Monday 25th February 2008

Human death is not only a physical and psychological process; it is also a spiritual reality.  The earthly experience concludes with death, but through death full and definitive life beyond time unfolds for each one of us.  The Lord of life is present beside the sick person as the One who lives and gives life, the One who said: “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (Jn 10: 10).  “I am the Resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live” (Jn 11: 25), and “I will raise him up on the last day”( Jn 6: 54).  At that solemn and sacred moment, all efforts made in Christian hope to improve ourselves and the world entrusted to us, purified by grace, find their meaning and are made precious through the love of God the Creator and Father.  When, at the moment of death, the relationship with God is fully realized in the encounter with “him who does not die, who is Life itself and Love itself, then we are in life; then we “live”.” (Spe Salvi, n.27).

“We are enfolded in the community of faith which carries us in this world and in the next.”

Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Participants in the Congress

Organised by the Pontifical Academy for Life on the Theme

“Close by the Incurable Sick Person and the Dying:

Scientific and Ethical Aspects”

Clementine Hall

Monday 25th February 2008

For the community of believers, this encounter of the dying person with the Source of Life and Love is a gift that has value for all, that enriches the communion of all the faithful.  As such, it deserves the attention and participation of the community, not only of the family of close relatives but, within the limits and forms possible, of the whole community that was bound to the dying person.  No believer should die in loneliness and neglect.  Mother Teresa of Calcutta took special care to gather the poor and the forsaken so that they experience the Father’s warmth in the embrace of sisters and brothers, at least at the moment of death.

“Death does not break the bonds of love.  When we lose someone who has been part of our life, we know they leave an absence no one else can fill.”

Solemnity of All Saints

Homily of John Paul II

Wednesday 1st November 2000

Praise and thanksgiving to God for having raised up in the Church a great multitude of saints, whom no one could count (cf. Rv 7:9).  A great multitude: not only the saints and blessed we honour during the liturgical year, but also the anonymous saints known only to him.  Mothers and fathers of families, who in their daily devotion to their children made an effective contribution to the Church’s growth and to the building of society; priests, sisters and lay people who, like candles lit before the altar of the Lord, were consumed in offering material and spiritual aid to their neighbour in need; men and women missionaries, who left everything to bring the Gospel message to every part of the world.  And the list could go on.

Blessed are those who mourn!  This is the blessedness not only of those who suffer from the many misfortunes that belong to the mortal human condition, but also those who courageously accept the sufferings that result from the sincere profession of Gospel morality…

…The saints took these words of Jesus seriously.  They believed that they would find “happiness” by putting them into practice in their lives.  And they realized their truth in everyday experience: despite their trials, moments of darkness and failures, they already tasted here below the deep joy of communion with Christ.  In him they discovered the initial seed, already present in time, of the future glory of God’s kingdom.

“We remember them each day at the altar until one day we stand with them in Christ’s presence.  We know, too, that we draw strength and consolation from the prayers of those who have gone ahead of us.”
Letter of His Holiness Pope John Paul II
For the Celebration of the Millennium of the

Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed

Contemplation of the lives of those who have followed Christ encourages us to lead a good, upright Christian life which makes us “worthy of Cardinal Perraud (Lettre à l’occasion du neuvième centenaire de la fête pour les morts), so that we can prepare ourselves each day for eternal life.  As Cardinal John Henry Newman emphasized: “We are not simply to believe, but to watch; not simply to love, but to watch; not simply to obey, but to watch;…and thus it happens that watching is a suitable test of a Christian”.  This is because to watch is “to be detached from what is present, and to live in what is unseen; to live in the thought of Christ as he came once, and as he will come again; to desire his second coming” (Parochial and Plain Sermons, IV, 22).

The prayers of intercession and petition which the Church never ceases to raise to God have great value.  They are “characteristic of a heart attuned to God’s mercy” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 2635).  The Lord always lets himself be moved by his children’s supplications, for he is the God of the living.  During the Eucharist, through the general intercessions and the Memento for the dead, the assembled community presents to the Father of all mercies those who have died, so that through the trial of purgatory they will be purified, if necessary, and attain eternal joy.  In entrusting them to the Lord, we recognize our solidarity with them and share in their salvation in this wondrous mystery of the communion of saints.  The Church believes that the souls detained in purgatory “are helped by the prayers of the faithful and most of all by the acceptable sacrifice of the altar” (Council of Trent, Decree on Purgatory), as well as by “alms and other works of piety” (Eugene IV, Bull Laetantur coeli).  “In fact, that same holiness, which is derived simply from their participation in the Church’s holiness, represents their first and fundamental contribution to the holiness of the Church herself, which is the ‘communion of saints’.” (Christifideles laici, n. 17).
“In each Mass we enter into the presence of Christ and share in his Passover.  We touch the mystery of death but now we see it through the greater mystery of His unconquerable love.”

Solemnity of All Saints

Benedict XVI

Angelus

St Peter’s Square

Thursday, 1 November 2007

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On today’s Solemnity of All Saints, our hearts are dilated to the dimensions of Heaven, exceeding the limits of time and space.  At the beginning of Christianity, the members of the Church were also called “saints”.  In his First Letter to the Corinthians, St Paul addresses “those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1: 2).  Indeed, Christians are already saints because Baptism unites them to Jesus and to his Paschal Mystery, but at the same time they must become so by conforming themselves ever more closely to him.  Sometimes, people think that holiness is a privileged condition reserved for the few select.  Actually, becoming holy is every Christian’s task, indeed, we could say, every person’s!  The Apostle writes that God has always blessed us and has chosen us in Christ “that we should be holy and blameless before him…in love” (Eph 1: 3-5).  All human beings are therefore called to holiness, which ultimately consists in living as children of God, in that “likeness” with him in accordance with which they were created.  All human beings are children of God and all must become what they are by means of the demanding process of freedom.  God invites everyone to belong to his holy people.  The “Way” is Christ, the Son, the Holy One of God: “no one comes to the Father but by me [Jesus]” (cf. Jn 14: 6).
The Church has wisely placed in close succession the Feast of All Saints and All Souls’ Day.  Our prayer of praise to God and veneration of the blessed spirits which today’s liturgy presents to us as “a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues” (Rv 7: 9), is united with prayers of suffrage for all who have preceded us in passing from this world to eternal life.  Tomorrow, we shall be dedicating our prayers to them in a special way and we will celebrate the Eucharistic Sacrifice for them.  To tell the truth, the Church invites us to pray for them every day, also offering our daily sufferings and efforts so that, completely purified, they may be admitted to the eternal joy of light and peace in the Lord.
Pope Benedict XVI on Eternal Life 

"Today we often have a little fear of speaking about eternal life. we talk about things that are useful to this world, we show that Christianity also helps to improve the world, but we do not dare say that its goal is eternal life and that from such a goal comes the criteria for life....We must understand the Chrisitanity remains a 'fragment' if we do not think of this goal.....we must again recognise that only in the vast perspective of eternal life does Chrisitanity reveal its whole meaning."

 

(Vatican City, 9th April, 2010).

